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Date Title Start Time End Time Credit Type Description Faculty

Dec 03, 
2025

The History of 
Courts: Guardians 
of Justice in a 
Changing Nation

03:30 PM 04:30 PM General

American courts have long shaped the nation's legal 
and constitutional identity, often standing at the 
center of its most defining moments and continually 
refining its founding ideals. From the establishment of 
the Supreme Court in the early republic to the 
dynamic and sometimes divisive decisions of today, 
this session will trace how courts have responded to 
the nation’s most pressing legal and social questions. 
Panelists will explore key moments in judicial history 
and reflect on how the courts have helped define 
liberty, equality, and justice through time. Particular 
attention will be paid to the legal profession's role in 
shaping the bench, advancing pivotal litigation, and 
protecting the independence of the judiciary. By 
exploring the judiciary's historic function as a 
stabilizing force amid political and social change, this 
session offers a rich opportunity to consider how 
lawyers and judges have sustained the constitutional 
order and what that responsibility demands in the 
years ahead.

Lisa Atkinson, Law Office of Lisa 
Atkinson PLLC, Hilo, Hawaii, USA

Vanessa Zboreak, Jacksonville 
University College of Law, 
Jacksonville, Florida, USA

Nicholas Allard, Jacksonville 
University College of Law, 
Jacksonville, Florida, USA
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