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Courts, Litigation & Constitutional 
Change
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2025
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Date Title Start Time End Time Credit Type Description Faculty

Dec 15, 
2025

Three Lenses on 
the Rule of Law: 
Courts, Litigation 
& Constitutional 
Change

12:00 PM 01:15 PM General

In a moment of rapid legal and institutional change, 
the rule of law—and the guardrails meant to protect 
it—are facing unprecedented pressure. This timely 
program brings together leading voices from the 
judiciary, legal academia, and civil rights advocacy for 
a candid conversation about the shifting landscape 
and what it means for practitioners nationwide. This 
program is designed for litigators, judges, and 
advocates across practice areas. This session offers 
practical insights for navigating these developments in 
day-to-day work. Through a dynamic, moderated 
dialogue, the panel will examine the growing influence 
of the Supreme Court’s “shadow docket,” evolving 
questions of precedent and predictability, and how 
trial and appellate courts are working to maintain 
stability and public trust. The discussion will also 
spotlight current civil rights litigation that 
underscores the real-world stakes for constitutional 
protections and democratic processes. 1. Reinforces 
the Stability and Integrity of Judicial Processes By 
examining the Supreme Court’s shadow docket, the 
evolving use of precedent, and the pressures on 
appellate and trial courts, the program highlights how 
consistent, transparent, and predictable judicial 
decision-making is essential to the rule of law. 
Understanding these dynamics helps practitioners 
maintain and advocate for stable legal processes that 
support public trust—an anchor of constitutional 
democracy. 2. Illuminates the Real-World Stakes for 
Constitutional Rights Featuring insights from leaders 
involved in active civil rights litigation, the program 
shows how litigation strategies and court decisions 
directly affect the protection of fundamental rights—
voting, due process, equal protection, and more. This 
connection illustrates how the rule of law serves as a 
safeguard for individuals and communities, 
particularly during contentious or uncertain political 
moments. 3. Elevates Nonpartisan, Cross-Disciplinary 
Dialogue

Erwin Chemerinsky , UC Berkeley 
School of Law, Berkeley, California, 
USA

Bernice Donald, U.S. Court of Appeals 
for the Sixth Circuit, ret., Memphis, 
Tennessee, USA

Phyliss Craig-Taylor, North Carolina 
Central University School of Law, 
Durham, North Carolina, USA
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